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About the AsianWeek Foundation

   The Asian Heritage Street
Celebration is organized by the
AsianWeek Foundation in
cooperation with over 150
organizations in the Asian
American community. The
AsianWeek Foundation is a non-
profit 501(c)3 committed to
developing the voices of Asian
America. All proceeds from the
Celebration are donated to local
and national charities.
www.asianfairsf.com

Check us out on MySpace
www.myspace.com/asianfairsf

Watch Footage on YouTube
www.youtube.com/awfoundation 

PROUD SPONSORS

The 4th Annual Asian Heritage 
Street Celebration
Saturday, May 17, 2008  |  11:00 am - 6:00 pm  |  Japantown, S.F. 

FEATURING:  TWO STAGES  ·  ARTS & CRAFTS BOOTHS  ·  ASIAN FOOD BOOTHS  ·  PRIZES 
·  TRADITIONAL & POP CULTURE  ·  J CARS  ·  THAI KICKBOXING  ·  KARAOKE  AND MORE!

For more info: www.AsianFairSF.com
 

Chapman Wins AHSC poster contest  
By Angela Pang

Imani Chapman's vibrant red, yellow, and orange Koi fishes amidst a blue sea has been chosen as
the official artwork of the 4th annual Asian Heritage Street Celebration. 

Her design was just one of the 21 entries in the annual AHSC poster contest, sponsored by the
AsianWeek Foundation and held in conjunction with Kearny Street Workshop - a community-based
organization whose mission is to produce and present art that enriches and empowers Asian Pacific
American communities.

Chapman wins the $500 grand prize and the opportunity to have her artwork appear on CBS Outdoor
and Muni bus side advertisements, the AHSC's San Francisco Unified School District Asian Pacific
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American Student Awards, postcards, posters, and t-shirts promoting the May 17 event, which will
take place in Japantown from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

"Imani's poster stood out from the others because of her vivid colors
and creativity in using the beautiful flowing fish to form a four," said
Christine Padilla AHSC Program Director.

Born in Bermuda, Chapman lived in Britain and North Carolina before
moving to the Bay Area 7 years ago to pursue her education in
graphic design.  Her family is a multicultural mix of many ethnicities
including Filipino, Japanese, Nigerian, Welsh, Native American,
French, British, and African American. 

Currently a student at the Art Institute of California-San Francisco, she
is the founder of i Manifest Design Studio, which specializes in
creative, artistic, and eco-friendly design solutions for corporate events
and individuals.  She heard about the contest from her school and
decided to enter because she was interested in attending the event.

The inspiration for her poster design came from studying the previous
AHSC posters, which incorporated a 2 and a 3 to signify the
respective year of each event. Following the tradition, her fish form a
4. 

"My goal was to create something dynamic that takes a traditional
Asian image and turn it into something that everyone can relate too,"
said Chapman. "I chose the Koi fish because they represent courage

and the ability to attain goals and to overcome life's difficulties."

"I'm overjoyed to have won and know this is a great step for my career, I feel truly honored to be
chosen," she said.

Chapman enjoys being active in the community and has worked as a peer mentor and volunteered
with organizations including La Casa de Las Madres (battered woman's shelter in SF), and various
elementary school around the Bay Area.

Chapman is a proud mother of nine-year-old Naimah-Joy and enjoys introducing her daughter to the
many different cultures in their family history. 

To contact Chapman, email imanifestdesign@gmail.com. or call 510-655-1576

All of the 2008 poster entries can be viewed at www.asianfairsf.com/2008/?page_id=12.

The fourth annual AHSC poster is now available at the AsianWeek office located at 809 Sacramento
St. Please stop by to pick up posters and fliers to promote the fair. The AHSC can also arrange for
copies to be sent to you. Please contact Thanh Huynh at (415) 321-5865
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S P O N S O R   H I G H L I G H T :

Wells Fargo is Rock Solid
 

Wells Fargo  is proud to serve as a sponsor for this year's Asian Heritage Street
Celebration. Wells Fargo has been serving the Asian community for more than 156
years. Wells Fargo, the oldest and largest financial services company with its
headquarters in the Golden State, is one of the first California companies to serve
Chinese customers in their native languages. Wells Fargo published a directory of Chinese-owned
businesses in San Francisco in 1871 as a service to the community. 
 
Wells Fargo's unwavering commitment to serve the Asian community continues today. Wells Fargo is
the Bay Area's top corporate giver among financial institutions to local nonprofit organizations. The
company donated more than $14.4 million dollars to Bay Area non-profit organizations in 2007, and
many of those non-profits serve the Chinese, Japanese, Filipino, Hmong, Korean, Vietnamese and
Asian-Indian community. 
 
Wells Fargo has also been recognized by DiversityInc magazine as a "Top 10 Company for Asian
Americans." This national ranking acknowledges Wells Fargo's exemplary accomplishments in
recruiting, retaining and promoting Asian Americans in the company.  In addition, the Asian Enterprise
magazine honored Wells Fargo among the "Top 10 Best Companies for Asian Americans."
 
Today, Wells Fargo continues to serve the Asian community in the language of their choice whenever
possible.  In Asian communities, Wells Fargo stores are designed to ensure Asian customers feel at
home - from the art, in-language signs and bilingual staff to help meet customers' diverse needs. 
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Callers to Wells Fargo's customer service phone line can speak with bankers in Mandarin and
Cantonese (1-800-288-2288). In addition, the transaction screens on Wells Fargo's ATMs are
available in Chinese, Hmong, Korean and Vietnamese.
  
Visit any of Wells Fargo's 200 Bay Area locations to discover how you can become more financially
successful. 

www.wellsfargo.com
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E N T E R T A I N M E N T   S P O T L I G H T :

Rock Out With The Random Ninjas 

By Tina Tsai

The Asian American music movement has a determined champion for its struggle to make a unique
mark on U.S. sound waves: Random Ninjas .  This American heavy rock/fusion band has a sound that
utilizes the usual western rock instruments like guitars, bass, and drums with a combination of diverse
languages, traditional Asiatic instruments, and random humor.  Founded in 2004 by their guitarist, Full
Metal Ninja, this ethnically diverse group is a neo-cultural expression of a global lifestyle, and their
diverse fan base is dedicated and growing.  
 
Their music is not for the faint of heart because they defy categorization.  Often people try to box
them away with the rising J-rock trend.  However, anyone who knows J-rock will tell  you these guys
can't quite fit their distinctly Asian American big sound in the J-rock cubby hole that's mostly full  of
rehashed punk, 80s glam, and pop rock from America and Europe.  
 
Random Ninjas represents integration.  They represent complexity in human life and emotion.  Their
modest EP of 4 songs boasts diversity in music moods and genres not just between songs but also
within songs.  A single song may start out with some serious rock, get playful in the middle with some
jazz fusion, and end with a determined scream.  Plenty of musicians have tried to blend genres, some
successfully but others not so much, and, to use a common musician's criticism, "they just crap all
over a song."  Random Ninjas is not genre-less but integrated and genre-ful-and they call this new
rich musical style random.   
 
Usually innovation is limited in its audience reach and any music with an Asian instrument is
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automatically marginalized into the generic 'world music' category, but the Random Ninjas fresh new
sound is winning over a broad audience which has allowed them to play regular packed shows at
legendary rock establishments on Sunset in Hollywood such as The Whisky A Go Go and The Roxy
Theatre.  They have also played to audiences all  over California, Las Vegas, and as far as the
exclusive Shibuya Boxx in Japan.  Their fans hail from deserts and U.S. naval ships, from New
Zealand to Hong Kong, from office cubicles to sweet sixteen parties.  
 
www.randomninjas.com
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S P O N S O R   H I G H L I G H T :

Japantown Merchants Association   

The Japantown Merchants Association  welcomes the return of the Asian Heritage Street
Celebration to Japantown.  We hosted the first annual celebration in 2004 and are excited to host the
event again this year. 

The Japantown Merchants Association was founded in 1965 to provide support and welcome the
opening of new merchants in the Japanese Cultural and Trade Center complex known today as,
Japan Center.  All of our revenues go to promoting Japantown by producing festivals and events
throughout the year such as, the Northern California Cherry Blossom Festival, Summer Obon
(Japanese Classical Dance) Festival, Aki Matusri (Autumn Festival) and Year End Festival.

Japantown is currently undergoing vast revitalization projects with the Hotel Kabuki and Hotel Tomo's
recent renovation, the Sundance Kabuki Cinemas and the soon to be added J-Pop Center.

It is appropriate that the Asian Heritage Street Celebration has selected Japantown for this year's
event as the community is currently developing the Japantown Better Neighborhood Plan that will
serve as a basis for future improvements to our community.  We are also currently under plans for
potential development of the Japan Center malls.  Although, these projects will be a positive
advancement to the community, there are deep concerns from current merchants who will be
adversely affected during the project development phase.  

Please help support the Japantown Merchants Association by patronizing our merchant members
listed on our website at www.sfjapantown.org or pick up one of our purple Japantown brochures at
any participating merchant.

For more information on Japantown issues, please visit the Better Neighborhood Plan room, second
floor of the Miyako Mall during the Asian Heritage Street Celebration or visit the Japantown Task
Force, Inc. website at www.jtowntaskforce.org.
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V E N D O R   P R O F I L E :

Indulgences Art Gallery
 
Who:                 Indulgences Art Gallery
Where:            760 Market St., Suite 319, San Francisco
Motto:              "Come Spoil Yourself"
Description:    We are a one of a kind original art gallery, offering paintings, sculptures, ceramics, 
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                        folk art and icons. WE carry artists from Mongolia, Japan, Thailand, China and
Vietnam.
Details:           415-341-0234

www.indulgencesgallery.com
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F E A T U R E D   B O O T H :

State of California Department of Consumer Affairs

The California Department of Consumer Affairs is proud to be a part of The 4th Annual Asian
Heritage Street Celebration! Know Your Consumer Rights! Call (800) 952-5210 or visit us on-line at
www.dca.ca.gov
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Thanks to all our wonderful sponsors!
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Attention Vendors! It's not too late -- but time is running out to get a booth at the Asian
Heritage Street Celebration!  Promote your organization or product; sell
your unique arts & crafts or tasty food to thousands of tourists and
residents of the Bay Area.  Booth Deadline extended to Wednesday, May 7th .
Hurry and sign-up today!
 

For more information, contact:
THANH HUYNH, Administrative Coordinator

(415) 321-5865   |   thuynh@awfoundation.com   |   www.AsianFairSF.com
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